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OPENING ACCLAMATION
My soul magnifies the Lord.

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
The Mighty One has done great things.

Holy is God’s name!

OPENING PRAYER

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may
shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

READING Isaiah 52: 7-10 “The Messenger who Announces Peace”

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news,
who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 
Listen! Your sentinels lift-up their voices,
together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.
Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
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CHRISTMAS CAROL “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”
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READING Isaiah 61:10- 62:3 “As the earth brings forth its shoots”

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God; 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations. 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
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CHRISTMAS CAROL: “The First Noel”
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READING Isaiah 9: 2-7 “A Child is Born to Us”

The people who walked in darkness
   have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
   on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation,
   you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
   as with joy at the harvest,
   as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden,
   and the bar across their shoulders,
   the rod of their oppressor,
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
   and all the garments rolled in blood
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us,
   a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
   and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually,
   and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
   He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
   from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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CHRISTMAS CAROL “Away in a Manger”
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READING: Hebrews 1: 1-4 “God has Spoken”
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the
worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of
God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say,
‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you’?
Or again, ‘I will be his Father, and he will be my Son’? 
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’  Of the angels he says,
‘He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.’ 
But of the Son he says,
‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever,
   and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom. 
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
   with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’ 
And, ‘In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,
   and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; 
like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be
changed. But you are the same, and your years will never end.’ 
But to which of the angels has he ever said
‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your

feet’? 
Are not all angels spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the sake
of those who are to inherit salvation?
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CHRISTMAS CAROL “Angels, From the Realms of Glory”
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READING Luke 2: 15-20 “The Shepherds and the Angels”

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In that region, there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So, they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in
the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been
told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

The Gospel of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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OFFERTORY MUSIC “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”
Eucharistic Ministers come to the altar and Deacon Mike prepares the
table.

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God.
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HOLY EUCHARIST
God is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right indeed that we should praise you, God of love, our source,
and our fulfillment, for you create all things, and in you, we live and
move and have our being. Your wonder is manifest in land and sea
and sky. When the times had at last grown full and the earth had
ripened in abundance, you made us in your image for yourself.

And even though we turn from you, again and again, you call us to
yourself, and in every age, promise liberation. As a mother tenderly
gathers her children, you embraced a people as your own to rear them
in your way of compassionate love. From your own being, you sent
Jesus among us, incarnate of the Holy Spirit and born of Mary our
sister.

Jesus was born and revealed your care for all you have made -
showing us your way of reconciliation by suffering the pain of the
cross and rising in glory.

You sent your Holy Spirit and gave birth to us your church. Today
your Spirit continues to nurture and guide us. Now we join hands
around your table, and with all creation, we say together:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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To you indeed be glory, almighty God, because on the night before
he died, your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you
thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:

Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you;
do this to remember me.

After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he
gave it to them and said:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you;
do this as often as you drink it to remember me.

And so through this sacrament, we celebrate and proclaim the
mystery of our faith.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come in glory.

Therefore, loving God, on this special night we recall Christ's life,
death, and resurrection, and ask you to accept this our sacrifice of
praise. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration, that we
may be fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with
your life and goodness. Strengthen us to do your work, and to be
your body in the world.

Unite us in Christ and give us your peace. Through your Holy
Spirit, burning like a flame, gentle as a dove, may we who receive
these gifts live lives of justice, love, and prayer, and be a voice for
those who are not heard. In union with your whole church, we
worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise.

Blessing, honor, and glory be yours, here and everywhere, now
and forever. Amen.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin
against us.  Save us from the time oftrial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we share in this one bread.
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FRACTURE ANTHEM “Give Thanks”
Music and lyrics by Henry Smith

The gifts of God for the people of God take them in remembrance of
Christ’s life, death, and resurrection and feed on him in your hearts
by faith.

WELCOME TO THE TABLE
ALL are welcome to receive communion.
Please be seated. Our Eucharistic Ministers will come to you. As they
approach, please stand if you are able.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice
are available. If you would like to receive a blessing instead of communion,
simply cross your arms in front of you.
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INSTRUMENTAL COMMUNION MUSIC

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation.
And in this meal, we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take
flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory
made known to us in Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.

FINAL BLESSING

DISMISSAL

Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace and share the story of Jesus.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
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