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PRELUDE Instrumental

OPENING MUSIC “He Lives”
Words and Music: Alfred H. Ackley (1887-1960)



Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Deacon: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Deacon: Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery
established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who
have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



FIRST LESSON Acts 5:27-32
When the temple police had brought the apostles, they had

them stand before the council. The high priest questioned
them, saying, "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this
name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching
and you are determined to bring this man's blood on us." But
Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather
than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised
up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that
he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him."

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 118:14-29
The Lord is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.

There is a sound of exultation and victory
in the tents of the righteous:

"The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!
the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!"

I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the Lord.



The Lord has punished me sorely,
but he did not hand me over to death.

Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.

"This is the gate of the Lord;
he who is righteous may enter."

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me
and have become my salvation.

The same stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes.

On this day the Lord has acted;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Hosannah, Lord, hosannah!
Lord, send us now success.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;
we bless you from the house of the Lord.

God is the Lord; he has shined upon us;
form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.

"You are my God, and I will thank you;
you are my God, and I will exalt you."

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures for ever.



SECOND LESSON Revelation 1:4-8

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace
from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the
seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings
of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and
made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to
him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the
earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. "I am the Alpha and the
Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying
People: Thanks be to God.



SEQUENCE HYMN “Because He Lives”
Words: Gloria Gaither & William Gaither

Music: William Gaither



GOSPEL John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained."

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We
have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, I will not believe."

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas
answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to believe."



Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ

SERMON The Rev. Cynthia Rasmussen

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in God,
Creator and sustainer of earth, sea and sky,

We believe in Jesus Christ.
Born of the womb of Mary,
he was the first to live fully into the destiny
for which we were all created.
Healing the broken and serving the poor, liberating the burdened
and reconciling heaven and earth; Redeeming even death,
He rose from the grave and with wounded hands he embraces us.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present and
there is now nothing beyond the reach of his healing touch.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
that stirs our hearts, animates our lives,
breathes new life into us and declares us to be God's beloved.

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION Please be seated
You’re invited to light a candle at our prayer table and write your prayer
intentions on one of the Prayer Boards during the music. Try to stay socially
distant.



PRAYERS OF GRATITUDE

We give you thanks and praise, O God of creation, for the grandeur of
all that you have made, saying 

Thank you, God.

For the healing waters of creation, which bring pleasure and health,
purity and life,

Thank you, God.

For the richness of the good Earth that now is at rest and for its’
reminder to us to do the same,

Thank you, God.

For the soaring birds of the air, the crawling creatures on the Earth, the
gliding fishes in the seas, for all creatures great and small with whom
we share this precious web of life,

Thank you, God.

You call us as your children and comfort us in our afflictions. Bring
patience to the distressed, compassion to the grieving, and relief to
the suffering. We pray especially today for the people of Ukraine
and…

Celebrant: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people;
in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and
all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls,
and to you we give glory, Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit, now
and forever. Amen.

THE PEACE
Deacon: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God.



DOXOLOGY “Let all Things Now Living”
Words: Katherine K. Davis

Eucharistic Ministers bring the elements and offering to the altar.



MUSIC “Crowded Table”
Brandie Carlile, Natalie Hemby, and Lori McKenna
Text adapted for worship

Refrain

I want a church with a crowded table
And a place at the altar for everyone
Let us take on the world while we're fed and able
And bring us back together when the day is done

If we want a garden we're gonna have to sow the seed
Plant a little happiness - let the roots run deep
If it's love that we give - then it's love that we reap
If we want a garden we're gonna have to sow the seed (+ Refrain)

HOLY EUCHARIST

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift-up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right that we should praise you, God of love, our
source and our fulfillment, for you create all things, and in you we



live and move and have our being. Your wonder is manifest in
land and sea and sky. When the times had at last grown full and
the earth had ripened in abundance, you made us in your image
for yourself.

Even though we’ve turned from you, again and again you call us
to yourself, and in every age, promise liberation. As a parent
tenderly gathers her children, you embrace us as your own. From
your own being you sent Jesus among us, incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and born of Mary our sister and Joseph our brother.

Now we join hands around your table, and with all creation we
sing your hymn of unending love,



To you indeed be glory, almighty God, on the night before he died,
your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you thanks,
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:

Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to
remember me.

After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he
gave it to them and said:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for
you; do this as often as you drink it to remember me.



And so in this sacrament we celebrate and proclaim the mystery of
our faith.

Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come in glory.

Therefore, loving God, recalling now Christ’s life, death and
resurrection, we ask you to send your Holy Spirit upon us and this
celebration, that we may be fed with the body and blood of your
Son and be filled with your life and goodness. Strengthen us to do
your work, and to be your resurrected body offering hope to the
world.

Unite us in Christ and give us your peace. Through your Holy
Spirit, burning as a flame, gentle as a dove, may we who receive
these gifts live lives of justice, love, and prayer.

Blessing, honor and glory be yours, here and everywhere, now
and forever. Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father in Heaven,
hallowed by your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we share in this one bread.

The feast of life has been prepared for you -
partake and be filled with the goodness of God.



FRACTURE ANTHEM “Day of Delight”
Words: Delores Dufner
Music: Giovanni Gastoldi

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God take them in
remembrance of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection and feed on
him in your hearts by faith.

WELCOME TO THE TABLE
ALL are welcome to receive communion.
Please be seated. Our Eucharistic Ministers will come to you. As they
approach, please stand if you are able.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice
are available. If you would like to receive a blessing instead of communion,
simply cross your arms in front of you.



COMMUNION MUSIC “Break Thou the Bread of Life”
Words: Mary A. Lathbury
Music: William F. Sherwin

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of
life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



FINAL BLESSING
God has given us a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The wisdom, love and grace of God strengthen us to be God’s
hands and heart in this world. And the blessing of God Almighty, our
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, bless you and raise you to new life,
both now and forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Deacon: Alleluia. Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia

Presider and Preacher: The Rev’d Cynthia Rasmussen
Deacon: The Rev’d Mike Finn
Deacon in Training: Roch Witman
Musician: Andy Lacey
Audio and Video Producer: Robert Thornton
Lay Leaders: Kathy J, Bob V, Michele H



SMSJ WEEKLY CALENDAR (4/24/22 - 4/30/22)

Tuesday
9am Food Shelf Prep & Foodlink Delivery

(Finn/Casper)
1pm Food bagging (Censak)
3pm Seed Sowers and Story Tellers - Afterschool

Program (Freedom Scholars)
Wednesday

10:30-12pm Food Shelf Ministry (Finn/Casper)
12pm Healing Service
6 - 7:30pm Spring Meet and Greet

Thursday
3pm Seed Sowers and Story Tellers - Afterschool

Program (Freedom Scholars)
3:30pm Partners for Places Weekly Meeting

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Spring Meet and Greet
Join us for a Spring Meet and Greet Wednesday, April 27th from 6:00
pm - 7:30 pm for a chance to get to know (or catch up with) one
another. We will have hors d'oeuvres and beverages. Families are
welcome.

Bible Study
Beginning Weds in May from 7 pm - 8 pm, we will watch & discuss
"The Story of God" narrated by Morgan Freeman via Zoom.



United Way Day of Caring
Students from Webster Thomas High School will be joining us in the
gardens from 9:00am - 12:00pm on Thursday, May 19th. Bring your
gardening gloves and help us with spring garden clean-up in our six
E.D.E.N. gardens!

Ukrainian Humanitarian Effort
An estimated 4 million individuals have fled Ukraine seeking refuge
in neighboring countries. As this number continues to rise, funding is
necessary to support food deliveries, temporary housing, medical
relief, and hygiene. Funds collected through the Episcopal Relief and
Development will be donated to humanitarian relief efforts in
countries accepting Ukrainian Refugees. Contribution boxes can be
found in the back of the sanctuary.

Prayer Concerns and/or Thanksgivings
Our newsprint “Prayer” board is back. You are welcome to light a
candle and put the name(s) of those you would like us to hold in
prayer. First names will be shared during the Prayers of the People. If
you would like to include any of these names on  our regular prayer
list, please email Terri Censak at scensak@frontiernet.net.

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers
If you’d like to serve as a Reader and/or a Eucharistic Minister, please
let Deacon Mike or Pastor Cindy know. The April and May schedule
is attached. If you are unable to serve a particular weekend, please
find a replacement and let Deacon Mike know.



The Easter Flowers are given to the glory of God
in Loving Memory of those who have died

Shirley and Irv Brumber
Sarah Connor Burgess

William and Nellie Burton
Bob and Dee Cameron

Frank, Rose, and Jeff Caruso
Gloria Colletta

Robert and Geraldine Casper
Forszt-Kaczynski-Rasmussen-Drum Families

Catherine Edwards
Gary, Violet and Terry Estey

Mary Fisher
Joe Gilfoy

Phyllis and Chuck Graham
Agnes and Stanley Kowalski

Pat and Adelaide Flood, Joe and Michele Laskey
Beatrice & Curtis Leach

Cliff Lody, Jr.
Rampsey Nicholson

Gertrude and Bill Traugott
John & Alice Travers

Kathy Schaertel
The Rev’d Marilyle Sweet Page

Elinor Smith
Lisa Wesley
Gary Wood

Betty Zwerger

The Easter Flowers are given to the glory of God
in Honor of Joe, Kim, Sue, and Robin



Worship Leaders of March and April of 2022
Date First Lesson and

Psalm
Second Lesson Prayers of the

People

4/24 Kathy J Bob V Michele H

5/1 Bob C Samantha G Joe C

5/8 Bob C Terri C LaVonne N

5/15 Mary E Stephanie S Tom F

5/22 Mary Ellen F Sharon K Heather G

5/29 Walt S Deb S Paula V

6/5 Bob V Michele H Kathy J

6/12 Joe C Bob C Deb S

6/19 LaVonne N Theresa H Terri C

6/26 Tom F Mary E Stephanie S

7/3 Joe C Bob C Deb S



Date Hold Cup Tray Give Single Cup Collect Cups

4/24 Theresa H Terri C Mary E

5/1 Stephanie S LaVonne N Tom F

5/8 Heather G Mary Ellen F Deb S

5/15 Dorothy B Kathy J Bob C

5/22 Sharon K Joe C Children

5/29 Terri C Mary E Children

6/5 Mary E Terri C Theresa H

6/12 Michele H Nancy W Dorothy B

6/19 Bob C Dorothy B Children

6/26 Joe C Sharon K Children

7/3 Michele H Nancy W Dorothy B



LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR
COMMUNITY GARDENS BY GOING TO:

STMARKSANDSTJOHNS.ORG


