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PRELUDE Instrumental

OPENING MUSIC Will You Come and Follow Me



THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the
world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and
Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he
may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit
lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 49:1-7
A reading from the book of Isaiah, the forty-ninth chapter…

Listen to me, O coastlands,
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The Lord called me before I was born,
while I was in my mother's womb he named me.

He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished
arrow, in his quiver he hid me away.
And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be
glorified.”



But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for
nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord,
and my reward with my God.”
And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his
servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be
gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the Lord,
and my God has become my strength– he says,
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up
the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may
reach to the end of the earth.”
Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers
“Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate
themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of
Israel, who has chosen you.”

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 40:1-12
I waited patiently upon the Lord;
he stooped to me and heard my cry.

He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay;
he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure.

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God;
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord.

Happy are they who trust in the Lord!
they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods.



Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God!
how great your wonders and your plans for us!
there is none who can be compared with you.

Oh, that I could make them known and tell them!
but they are more than I can count.

In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure
(you have given me ears to hear you);

Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required,
and so I said, "Behold, I come.

In the roll of the book it is written concerning me:
'I love to do your will, O my God;
your law is deep in my heart."'

I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation;
behold, I did not restrain my lips;
and that, O Lord, you know.

Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance;
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great
congregation.

You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me;
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever.

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

A reading from the book of First Corinthians, the first chapter…
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
our brother Sosthenes,



To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every
place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and
ours:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have
been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just
as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so
that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying
People: Thanks be to God.

EPIPHANY HYMN: “ARISE, YOUR LIGHT IS COME “



GOSPEL John 1:29-42

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to
Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know
him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and
have testified that this is the Son of God.”

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples,
and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the
Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he
said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him,
“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you
staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw
where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It
was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard
John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found
the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to
Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John.
You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ



SERMON Pastor Cindy

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in God above us,
Creator of all things, sustainer of all life.

We believe in Christ beside us,
companion and friend,

Redeemer of all the broken pieces of our universe.

We believe in Spirit deep within us,
Advocate and guide, who lives with us eternally.

We believe in God’s resurrection created world
where all things are fixed,
and all creation fits together in vibrant harmonies.

We believe in God above, beside, within,
God yesterday, today and forever, the three in one,
the one in three.  Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION Please be seated

You’re invited to light a candle at our prayer table and write your prayer
intentions on one of the Prayer Boards during the music. The Covid
positivity rate in Monroe County is currently below 4% - making
masks optional.



 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Please stand

 Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all creation.
 

 A brief silence.
 

 Merciful God, make your presence known throughout your church
in all its different forms. Guide preachers and teachers to proclaim
the work you do in this and every place.
 God of light.
 Hear our prayer.
 

 You created the earth and all it contains. Help the earth rest and we
with it during these winter months. Inspire us to dream your
dreams for the E.D.E.N. gardens and provide us with people and
resources to make your dreams come to pass.
 God of light.
Hear our prayer.
 

 You heal what is broken and make all things new. Grant peace in
war-torn nations that diplomatic wisdom and good will be with all
leaders to end the torment of violence, so that all children may live
in safety and security.
God of light.
Hear our prayer.
 

 You call us as your children and comfort us in our afflictions. Bring
patience to the distressed, compassion to the grieving, and relief to
the suffering. We pray especially today for…
God of light.
Hear our prayer.
 
 



 You give us examples of Christ-like living through the witness of
the faithful departed. As your beloved called on the name of Jesus
throughout their lives, inspire us to call upon him in joy and in
need.
 God of light.
 Hear our prayer.
 
 Celebrant: Rejoicing in your glory revealed to the world, we offer
these and all our prayers to you, O God of our salvation, through
Christ our light. Amen.
 
CONFESSION OF SIN

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by
the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.



THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S TABLE

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an
offering and sacrifice to God.
Eucharistic Ministers bring the Communion elements and Offering to the altar.

MUSIC Christ be our Light



HOLY EUCHARIST

The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.

It is right to glorify you
and to give you thanks, our holy and living God;
you dwell in light inaccessible
from before time and forever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness,
you made all things and fill them with your blessing;



you created them to rejoice
in the splendor of your radiance.

Now we praise you with the faithful of every time and place,
and give voice to every creature,
as we join in the eternal hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our
care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might become
stewards of all creation.

Again and again, you called us into covenant with you, and through
the prophets, you taught us to hope for salvation.

You loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your
only begotten one to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born
of your servant Mary, Jesus lived as one of us. To the poor Christ
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the
sorrowful, joy.

The night before he died, your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when he
had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:

Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you;
do this to remember me.



After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks,
he gave it to them and said:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you;
do this as often as you drink it to remember me.

From the gifts, you have given us we offer you this bread and this
cup, and proclaim the mystery of our faith,

Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come in glory.

Therefore, loving God, recalling now Christ’s life, death and
resurrection,we ask you to accept this our sacrifice of praise.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration, that we may
be fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with
your life and goodness. Strengthen us to do your work, and to be
your body in the world.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be to you, Lord
of all ages, world without end. Amen.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.



Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we share in this one bread.

FRACTURE ANTHEM “Bless the Lord My Soul”
Music by Jacques Berthier, Lyrics from Psalm 103



WELCOME TO THE TABLE
ALL are welcome to receive communion.
Please be seated. Our Eucharistic Ministers will come to you. As they
approach, please stand if you are able.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are
available. If you would like to receive a blessing instead of communion,
simply cross your arms in front of you.

On the second Sunday of the month Pastor Cindy offers healing (the laying
on of hands and anointing with Holy Oil).

COMMUNION MUSIC What Wondrous Love is This



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

We thank you, O God,
that you have fed us at your banqueting table
with bread and wine beyond compare,
the very life of Christ for us.

Send your Spirit with us now,
that we may set the captive free,
use your gifts to build one another up,
and in everything reflect your glory
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FINAL BLESSING

DISMISSAL

Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace and share the story of Jesus.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
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SMSJ WEEKLY CALENDAR (1/16/23-1/22/23)

Monday Office Closed in observance of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday
9:00 am Food Shelf Prep & Foodlink Delivery
Morning Food bagging (Mike & Joe)
Afternoon Freedom Scholars After School Program
6:30 pm Vestry Meeting (Zoom)

Wednesday
10:30-12pm Food Shelf (Mike & Joe)
12 pm YouTube Healing Service

Thursday
Afternoon Freedom Scholars After School Program

Friday
9:30 am Staff Meeting

Saturday
10:45 am RochesterCares Volunteer Day

Sunday
8:15 am Handbell Rehearsal
9:15 am Worship w/ Eucharist
10:30 am Annual Meeting



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Handbell Ensemble is returning! We will be playing every fourth Sunday of
the month. Our next time ringing will be January 22 - we will rehearse at 8:15
am and play one piece during the service. All are welcome to join!

We are still accepting pledges! Pledge cards are available in the back of the
church or online at stmarksandstjohns.org. We thank you for your generosity
to support the mission and ministry of SMSJ. Please also pick up your pledge
envelopes!

Healing Sundays - on the second Sunday of each month the laying on of
hands and anointing with holy oil during communion will be offered.

Update your information with us! If you have moved, gotten a new email
address, or changed your phone number, we want to update your contact
information in OnRealm. Text any information changes to the church line at
585-654-9229.



Worship Leaders of January-March 2023

Date First Lesson
and Psalm

Second Lesson Prayers of the
People

1/15
Epiphany II

Heather G. Paula V. Mary Ellen F.

1/22
Epiphany III

Joe C. Michele H. Dave E.

1/29
Epiphany IV

Deb S. Tom F. Sharon K.

2/5
Epiphany V

Samantha G. Bob C. Mary E.

2/12
Epiphany VI

Dave E. Tom F. Joe C.

2/19
Epiphany VII

Heather G. Michele H. Dorothy B.

2/22
Ash Wednesday

Paula V. Terri C. Mary E.

2/26
Lent I

Michele H. Dave E. Heather G.

3/5
Lent II

Tom F. Joe C. Paula V.

3/12
Lent III

Bob C. Sharon K. Dorothy B.

3/19
Lent IV

Mary Ellen F. Tom F. Deb S.

3/26
Lent V

Bob C. Heather G. Terri C.



Date Hold Cup Tray Give Single Cup Collect Cups

1/15
Epiphany II

Samantha G. Terri C. Mary E.

1/22
Epiphany III

Bob C. Dave E. Heather G.

1/29
Epiphany IV

Michele H. Joe C. Paula V.

2/5
Epiphany V

Mary Ellen F. Sharon K. Dorothy B.

2/12
Epiphany VI

Samantha G. Mary E. Theresa H.

2/19
Epiphany VII

Terri C. Bob C. Sharon K.

2/22
Ash Wednesday

Mary Ellen F. Deb S. Samantha G.

2/26
Lent I

Dave E. Joe C. Bob C.

3/5
Lent II

Sharon K. Heather G. Michele H.

3/12
Lent III

Dave E. Samantha G. Mary E.

3/19
Lent IV

Heather G. Mary Ellen F. Dorothy B.

3/26
Lent V

Sharon K. Michele H. Dorothy B.



LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR
E.D.E.N. MISSIONS BY GOING TO

STMARKSANDSTJOHNS.ORG


