The First Sunday
after Epiphany

January 9, 2022

Welcome to

St. Mark’s and St. John’s
Help yourself to coffee in the “cafe”.
Feel free to bring it to your pew. We’re casual.
We invite children to make themselves at
home at our children’s table where there
are weekly activity bulletins, crayons, etc…
Our live YouTube broadcast begins at 9:15am.

As always, the link to our live-recorded
YouTube channel is available on our website,
stmarksandstjohns.org

PRELUDE Instrumental

OPENING MUSIC

“Shall We Gather at the River”
Music and lyrics by Robert Lowry

OPENING PRAYER
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy
Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the
covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and
Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God,
in glory everlasting. Amen.

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 43:1-7

Thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for I am with you;

I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
I will say to the north, "Give them up,"
and to the south, "Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth-everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made."
Lector:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 29
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
Continued…

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord
all are crying, "Glory!"
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.
The Lord shall give strength to his people;
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

SECOND LESSON

Acts 8:14-17

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went
down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit
(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John
laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
Lector:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying
Thanks be to God.

EPIPHANY HYMN

“Arise Your Light Has Come”
Music by William H Walter, Lyrics by Ruth Duck

GOSPEL

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be
the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to

clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary;
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I
am well pleased."
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ

SERMON

The Reverend Julie Cicora

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in God above us,
Creator of all things, sustainer of all life.
We believe in Christ beside us,
companion and friend,
Redeemer of all the broken pieces of our universe.
We believe in Spirit deep within us,
Advocate and guide, who lives with us eternally.
We believe in God’s resurrection created world
where all things are fixed,
and all creation fits together in vibrant harmonies.
We believe in God above, beside, within,
God yesterday, today and forever, the three in one,
the one in three. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION Please be seated
You’re invited to light a candle at our prayer table and write your prayer
intentions on the Prayer Board during the music. Please stay socially
distant.
Eucharistic Ministers bring the elements and offering to the altar.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Please stand

Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.
Merciful God, make your presence known throughout your church
in all its different forms. Guide preachers and teachers to proclaim
the work you do in this and every place. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You created the earth and all it contains. Send rain and snow to
parched places so that plants and animals thrive. Direct us to be
good stewards of all that you create. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You heal what is broken and make all things new. Grant peace in
war-torn nations especially in Myanmar, Sudan, Syria, and Ukraine
that diplomatic wisdom and good will be with their leaders to end
the torment of violence, so that all people can live in safety and
security. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You call us as your children and comfort us in our afflictions. Bring
patience to the distressed, compassion to the grieving, and relief to
the suffering. We pray especially today for…
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You give us examples of Christ-like living through the witness of
the faithful departed. As your beloved called on the name of Jesus
throughout their lives, inspire us to call upon him in joy and in
need. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Rejoicing in your glory revealed to the world, we offer
these and all our prayers to you, O God of our salvation, through
Christ our light. Amen.

THE PEACE
Deacon: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God.

HOLY EUCHARIST
The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.
It is right to glorify you
and to give you thanks, our holy and living God;
you dwell in light inaccessible
from before time and forever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness,
you made all things and fill them with your blessing;
you created them to rejoice
in the splendor of your radiance.
Now we praise you with the faithful of every time and place,
and give voice to every creature,
as we join in the eternal hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our
care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might become
stewards of all creation.
Again and again, you called us into covenant with you, and
through the prophets, you taught us to hope for salvation.
You loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent
your only begotten one to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy
Spirit, born of your servant Mary, Jesus lived as one of us. To the
poor Christ proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners,
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy.
The night before he died, your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when
he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and
said:
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you;
do this to remember me.
After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks,
he gave it to them and said:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you;
do this as often as you drink it to remember me.
From the gifts, you have given us we offer you this bread and this
cup, and proclaim the mystery of our faith,
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come in glory.

Therefore, loving God, recalling now Christ’s death and
resurrection,
we ask you to accept this our sacrifice of praise.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration, that we may be
fed with the body and blood of your Son and be filled with your
life and goodness. Strengthen us to do your work, and to be your
body in the world.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be to you, Lord of all
ages, world without end. Amen.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

FRACTURE ANTHEM

“Bless the Lord My Soul”
Music by Jacques Berthier, Lyrics from Psalm 103

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God take them in
remembrance of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection and feed on
him in your hearts by faith.

WELCOME TO THE TABLE
ALL are welcome to receive communion.
Please be seated. Our Eucharistic Ministers will come to you. As they
approach, please stand if you are able. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice
are available. If you would like to receive a blessing instead of communion,
simply cross your arms in front of you.

COMMUNION MUSIC

“Blessed Assurance”
Music by Phoebe Palmer Knapp, Lyrics by Fanny Crosby

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
We thank you, O God,
That you have fed us at your banqueting table
With bread and wine beyond compare,
The very life of Christ for us.
Send your Spirit with us now,
That we may set the captive free,
Use your gifts to build one another up,
And in everything reflect your glory
Revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FINAL BLESSING
DISMISSAL
Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace and share the story of Jesus.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

