EASTER VII - May 16, 2021
WELCOME TO SMSJ

PRELUDE

Instrumental

MUSIC:

“Come, Now is the Time to Worship”

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Alleluia! Christ is Risen.
Christ has risen indeed. Alleluia!
Turn us again, O God of our salvation.
That the light of your face may shine on us.
May your justice shine like the sun;
And may the poor be lifted.
OPENING COLLECTS
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
ALL:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Celebrant: O God, the Sovereign of glory, you have exalted your only Son
Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave
us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us
to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 (Please be seated)
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David
foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested
Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in
this ministry. So one of the men who have accompanied us during all
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from
the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us-- one
of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they
proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus,
and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's
heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the
place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside
to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.
Lector:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
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THE SECOND LESSON: 1 John 5: 9-13
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this
is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who
believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those
who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the
testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever
has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not
have life.
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God,
so that you may know that you have eternal life.
Lector:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Christ is Alive” (Please stand)
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those
whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them
to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you
have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given
to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from
you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I
am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine;
and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world,
but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we
are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you
have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the
one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am
coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have
my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the
world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do
not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world,
but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the
world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your
word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into
the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be
sanctified in truth.”
John 17:6-19
Celebrant: The Gospel of our Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
SERMON
“Sanctified in Truth”
The Rev’d Cindy Rasmussen, Ph.D.

4

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Please stand
We believe in God,
Creator and sustainer of earth, sea and sky,
We believe in Jesus Christ.
Born of the womb of Mary,
he was the first to live fully into the destiny
for which we were all created.
Healing the broken and serving the poor, liberating the burdened
and reconciling heaven and earth; Redeeming even death,
He rose from the grave and with wounded hands he embraces us.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present and
there is now nothing beyond the reach of his healing touch.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
that stirs our hearts, animates our lives,
breathes new life into us and declares us to be God's beloved.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Good Shepherd, within your embrace we are safe and secure. Within your
embrace we know that we are precious in your sight. Within your embrace
we feel the warmth of family and belonging. Within your embrace we
grow and are nurtured together as one flock, the people of your pasture
under your loving care and protection.
Leader: Come, let us bow down
ALL:
Before the LORD our Maker
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Good Shepherd, within your embrace we find comfort and healing. We
bring to you those who are weak, or struggling with physical, mental or
spiritual health. We pray for Phylisha, Stephanie, Christine and Kevin
recovering from Covid. For Grace who is in need of surgery so she is able
to walk; for Casey that she might feel a sense of peace and grow in her
relationship with You; and for Tilecha’s healing and the healing of her
family. At this time I invite you to say the names of those who are in need
of God’s healing touch. Silence
Leader: Come, let us bow down
ALL:
Before the LORD our Maker
Good Shepherd, within your embrace we find justice. We bring to you the
brave voices who cry out for freedom, those prepared to stand up and be
heard without counting the cost. We pray for those who have been
imprisoned or tortured for their race, colour, caste or faith. For all
Christians who have taken up the Cross and know its weight and pain.
Leader: Come, let us bow down
ALL:
Before the LORD our Maker
Good Shepherd, within your embrace we find peace. We bring to you
those orphaned, crippled or dispossessed by war, for refugees wandering
this earth in search of a home, for all victims of strife and warfare, and for
all those who have dedicated their lives for the search for peace and
reconciliation.
Leader: Come, let us bow down
ALL:
Before the LORD our Maker
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them
may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in
your eternal kingdom. We especially pray for The Rev. Terry Price. May he
rest in peace and rise in glory.
Leader: Come, let us bow down
ALL:
Before the LORD our Maker
CLOSING COLLECT: (Pastor Cindy) Gracious God, make us always
thankful for your loving providence; and grant that we, remembering the
account that we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good
gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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SPECIAL MUSIC FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION (Please be seated)
THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
MUSIC:

“Crowded Table” (Please stand)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Gracious and loving God, you made the world and all that is in it;
you made this day and we will be glad and rejoice in it!
For this is the day your prophets testified about
when you destroy the shroud of death
and open the gates of salvation to all who believe.
You sent your Son, Jesus, among us,
anointed with your Holy Spirit and power
to preach peace and heal all who were oppressed.
Therefore, with the whole realm of nature around us,
with earth, sea and sky, with angels and archangels who envelop us,
with all the saints before us and beside us,
with sisters and brothers, east and west, north and south,
And with loved ones, separate from us now, who yet,
in this mystery are close to us,
We join in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Blessed are you, O God, who breaks open deep the tomb of our pain,
calls life out of death, and leads all creation into life eternal.
Blessed is your son, Jesus, who in life and death revealed your glory.
Breaking forth from the grave's stronghold,
and by doing so awakens in us the hope
that the whole earth will be saved from its enemies.
On the night when he was betrayed,
took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them and said:
“Drink this all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
So, as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.
Therefore, here in this place,
we celebrate the life that was born in Bethlehem,
the life that Jesus has shared
among his community through the centuries,
And shares with us now.
Come now, O Spirit of Christ, Brood over these bodily things,
this bread and this wine.
May they be for us your body and blood,
vibrant with life, healing, renewing and making us whole.
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Anoint us with your life-giving power that we might recognize your
presence in each and every person
By Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we share in this one bread.
The feast of life has been prepared for you partake and be filled with the goodness of God.

COMMUNION MUSIC: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
All are welcome to receive communion. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice is
available. Just let the server know your preference.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
FINAL BLESSING
God has given us a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The wisdom, love and grace of God strengthen us to be God’s hands and
heart in this world. And the blessing of God Almighty, our Creator,
Redeemer and Sustainer, bless you and raise you to new life, both now
and forever. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Deacon:
ALL:

Alleluia. Alleluia. Go and tell how God has touched your life.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Monday

Tuesday

2-3pm

Episcopal 101
Zoom - link is on our website homepage stmarksandstjohns.org

6pm

E.D.E.N. 1199 Culver Garden
Captains: Melanie and Judy

6-8pm

Vestry Meeting
Zoom - link sent by email

9am

Food Shelf Ministry Prep & Unload Foodlink Truck

10am

E.D.E.N. 408 Rosewood Terr. - Children’s Garden
Captain: Erin

10am

E.D.E.N. 336 Parsells Ave. Garden
Captain: Deacon Mike and Bob V.

7pm

Urban Gardens and Sustainable Landscaping
RSVP @ https://www.raica.net/events
Join Pastor Cindy and two other areas leaders in a discussion
about how to incorporate healthy and sustainable gardens and
landscaping into your congregation and household

Wednesday 9am

E.D.E.N. Church (1245 Culver) Team
Captains: Mary E. and Mary Ellen F.

10:30-12pm

Food Shelf Ministry - served 49 families this past week

12pm

Emergency Food Delivery Driver Pick-up

12:10pm

Healing Service
Weather permitting it will be held in the garden
Zoom - link on our homepage stmarksandstjohns.org

5pm

E.D.E.N. 448 Merchants Rd. Garden
Captain: Deb S.

Thursday 10am

Staff Meeting (weekly)
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Friday

11:30am

E.D.E.N. Denver Training Garden
Captains: Aisha & Becky

6pm

Colgate Crozer Divinity School - Baccalaureate
Pastor Cindy is Director of the Anglican Studies Program
at the Seminary - Available through Zoom @ crcds.edu

Saturday 11am

Sunday

Colgate Crozer Divinity School - Commencement

12pm

Emergency Food Delivery Driver Pick-up

9:15am

PENTECOST SUNDAY

Add’l Information
Episcopal 101
Our Episcopal 101 class continues to meet virtually (Zoom - link is on our
website homepage stmarksandstjohns.org) on Monday afternoons from 2-3pm.
You are more than welcome to join us one time or multiple times. This
week we will be exploring “Proper Liturgies for Special Days” (Ash
Wednesday, Passion/Palm Sunday, etc…) and “Holy Baptismal” service in
our Book of Common Prayer, 264-314.
Wednesday & Saturday: Emergency Food Deliveries
We continue to take food and supplies to those in need in the 14621 and
14609 zip codes. If you are interested in being a driver or assisting by
preparing delivery routes, etc - especially on Saturdays let Pastor Cindy
know. Please note: we are now collecting hygiene and cleaning items.
Prayer Concerns and/or Thanksgivings
Our newsprint “Prayer” board is back. You are welcome to light a candle
and put the name(s) of those you would like us to hold in prayer.
Readers and Eucharistic Ministers
If you’d like to serve as a Reader and/or a Eucharistic Minister please let
Deacon Mike or Pastor Cindy know. We will be getting a schedule out to
folks over the next couple of weeks.
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